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Sponsored by:- 

 

NCBF Scotland Regional Festival 

Sunday 19th January 2025 

Royal Conservatoire of Scotland 

Glasgow 

 

 

It’s with considerable excitement that we welcome you to the 2025 Scotland 

Regional Festival of the National Concert Band Festival here on our return to 

the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, Glasgow. 

Today we have seven bands performing their programmes for our adjudicators 

who will measure what is seen and heard with a particular level of musical 

achievement as per the NCBF Criteria.  

Those bands receiving a Platinum award (and maybe some Golds) will be 

invited to perform at the NCBF National Festival to be held at the Royal 

Northern College of Music, Manchester on Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th April 

2025. 

Our thanks to the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland for hosting today’s festival 

with special thanks to Heather Nicoll and the staff involved for the support we 

have received. 

We hope you enjoy the day – you have a vital role to play in creating the 

atmosphere. 

Have a go yourself at seeing how the bands performance meets the criteria 

printed at the end of this programme. 

 

We are also grateful if you are able to: 

DONATE TO NCBF HERE  

With Gift Aid you can boost your donation to NCBF by 25p for every £1 you donate. 

COMPLETE GIFT AID FORM 

 

 

http://www.ncbf.info/
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=cJS4yXw0e2XYyGPX00CfbaU8Kl33nGXyRVFWYPzlsxgq5V6kbV2tM4Mhg6dr79k4RK9DnEtsUew912O-
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOVrgmALm0mUNHGMRWMCsfQuojAGeduef9wfyTh46V1Vy5fQ/viewform
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Today’s Programme 

 

1200 Edinburgh Academy Big Band (SBB)  

 Director: Nicky Long 

 It Don’t Mean a Thing     Duke Ellington arr. Ford 

 The Way You Look Tonight    Nelson Riddle arr. Amy 

 Cold Duck Time      Eddie Harris arr. Morales 

 

1235 North Ayrshire Schools Senior Concert Band (YWB) 

 Conductor: Steven Cowling 

 Vortex       Robert Longfield 

 Highland Fantasy     Bruce Fraser 

 60’s Rock Mix      arr. Brown 

 

1310 Strathclyde University Concert Band (CWB) 

 Conductor: Chris Mitchell 

 Abram’s Pursuit      David S Holsinger 

 Homeward Shores     Randall D Standridge 

 Carnaby Street      Paul Hart 

 

1345 Durham University Concert Band (OWB) 

 Conductors: Timothy Tsang & Oscar Bovenizer 

 Second Suite in F     Gustav Holst 

 New York (from East Coast Pictures)   Nigel Hess 

 

1420 Presentation: The Band of the Royal Regiment of Scotland 

 

1440 Presentation of Awards 
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1500  Aberdeen Grammar School Concert Band (SWB) 

 Conductor: Alan MacDonald 

 The King Across The Water     Bruce Fraser 

 On a Hymnsong of Philip Bliss    David S Holsinger 

 Valerius Variations     Philip Sparke 

 

1535 Edinburgh Academy Senior Concert Band (SWB) 

 Conductor: Nicky Long  

 Highland Parade     James Rae 

 Risk Everything for a Dream    Richard L Saucedo 

 Among the Clouds     Brian Balmages 

 

1610 Garnock Valley Community Concert Band (CWB) 

 Conductor: Alan Friel 

 Prismatic Light      Alan Fernie 

 The Seal Lullaby      Eric Whitacre 

 Huntingdon Celebration     Philip Sparke 

 

1645 Presentation: The Band of the Royal Regiment of Scotland 

 

1655  Presentation of Awards 
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Todays Adjudicators:- 

HEATHER NICOLL is a graduate of the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland 

(RCS) and was appointed Head of Woodwind in 2007.  

In a diverse performing career as a clarinettist, she has given concerts 

and recorded with many of Britain’s leading orchestras and held a 

principal position with Scottish Ballet for several years. Heather has 

appeared as concerto soloist on many occasions, making her 

professional debut with the Royal Scottish National Orchestra (RSNO), 

and has featured regularly with a diverse range of professional 

contemporary and chamber music ensembles.  

She has played on numerous soundtracks for films, working with composers including John Williams 

(Harry Potter: The Philosopher’s Stone), James Horner (Enemy At The Gates), Craig Armstrong 

(Moulin Rouge), Elmer Bernstein and Jerry Goldsmith, and recorded with a diverse range of artists 

such as Bryn Terfel and Joni Mitchell.  

In 2002, Heather gained an MA in Psychology for Musicians (University of Sheffield). More recently, 

she completed a PGDip in Performance Psychology at the University of Edinburgh, exploring the 

psychology of peak performance in a range of fields including music and sport. In addition, Heather 

is a qualified Mindfulness Now teacher, certified by the UK College of Mindfulness Meditation.  

Heather has adjudicated extensively at regional, national and international festivals and 

competitions, such as the Yamaha Foundation Awards, BBC Young Musician, National Concert Band 

Festival & the Norwegian Wind Orchestras Championship in Trondheim. She has also examined and 

given masterclasses and workshops at leading Conservatoires in Britain and Europe. 

 

BRYAN ALLEN enjoys a varied and multifaceted career as a trumpeter, 

conductor, teacher, adjudicator and festival director. From 1995-2011 

Bryan was Head of Brass and Instrumental Performance at the Royal 

Conservatoire of Scotland, where he directed numerous orchestral, wind, 

brass and jazz ensembles. He is now much in demand as a regular 

performer with orchestras such as the RSNO, BBCSSO, SCO and Scottish 

Opera and directs his own ensemble, The BrassLab. His conducting 

activities range from orchestras and contemporary music ensembles to 

wind bands and brass bands at professional, youth and community levels, including such ensembles 

as the RSNO Brass and Red Note.  

As an adjudicator, Bryan has worked in a wide variety of fields, from solo performance competitions 

such as the Yamaha Foundation Awards, BBC Young Musician, Scottish and European Solo 

Championships to many Regional and National Wind and Brass Band competitions. Bryan has also 

examined for many of Britain’s leading music colleges such as the Royal Northern College of Music, 

Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, Birmingham Conservatoire, and Royal Welsh College of Music and 

Drama and has given masterclasses and workshops at leading conservatoires worldwide. He was 

given the British Bandsman Award for services to brass bands in 1995 for his Directorship of Brass 

Explosion Festivals in Symphony Hall, Birmingham, and was made an Honourary Fellow of the RCS in 

2011. 
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Our compare today:- 

 

Ronan Watson: -  

Ronan studied the viola at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland with 

Catherine Marwood, completing a BMus and PGDip Mus in 

performance.  As well as being a prize winning soloist he also enjoyed 

representing the RCS at various chamber music events including: 

Quartetfest at the RNCM, The St Magnus Festival, Orkney, The 

Trondheim Kammermusik Festival, Norway and the Banff Chamber 

Music Course, Canada. 

After enjoying a varied freelance viola playing career, Ronan focused his 

attention to his passion for Music Education. 

Ronan has enjoyed delivering a range of educational music programmes 

across Scotland and working for the Music Services of local authorities. 

As Senior Teacher of the North Ayrshire String Project, Ronan was involved in the development of 

string playing within the local authority, in partnership with the Junior Department of the Royal 

Conservatoire of Scotland and Instrumental Teaching colleagues from the North Ayrshire Music 

Service. 

Ronan has been working for North Ayrshire Council as an upper strings instructor for 14 years and 

was appointed as Music Service Manager in January 2020. 

Despite a busy teaching life, Ronan still enjoys performing across different genres as a freelance viola 

player and getting involved in national music projects to promote music and the arts in education.  
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NCBF Criteria 
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