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Sheet music publishing & distribution
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national concert band festival
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Listen to audio files Read score samples Watch score videos

sales@studio-music.co.uk +44 (0) 1933 448 200
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ncbf 2023, the original the most innovative, the best

Message from Wing Commander (rtd) Duncan Stubbs OBE, Chair, ncbf
A warm welcome to the National Festival of NCBF, having been established by Boosey
& Hawkes in 1985. We are delighted to be able to contfinue our relationship with the
Royal Northern College of Music and warmly thank them for their ongoing support.
| encourage you to take time to talk with the college students helping us host the
festival - this is a unique opportunity to gain insight into the high level of music making
and tuition provided by this internationally acclaimed institution.
Two years on from the lifting of Covid restrictions, there is a real buzz around this
. year’s event. The number of bands taking part has risen, and we welcome several new
bands attending for the first time. The inclusion of a series of workshops adds to the
positive experience and benefifs to be gained by those who take full advantage of this musical venture.
Your participation and continued support of our charity is greatly appreciated. Through you, we are inspired to continue

working hard to provide quality musical feedback and information to further enrich your musical experience.

As chair of NCBF, | am privileged to work alongside a highly dedicated and motivated team. | would like to thank them for the
extensive time and effort they put info ensuring our charity stays as vibrant and relevant as ever. We are all kept in line by our highly
accomplished director, Keith Allen, and special thanks go to him for ensuring that the NCBF runs so smoothly.

We all hope you have a very productive visit. | look forward to listening to and meeting as many of you as possible over this
exciting musical weekend.

Message from Keith Allen, Director, ncbf
Welcome to the ncbf 2023 National Festival, we are delighted to be presenting the
festival again in the Royal Northern College of Music, this year in conjunction with
performances from the Band of the RAF College, plus informal performances from
RNCM students and some workshop sessions with senior RNCM tutors.
We are indebted to Allianz Musical Insurance, Studio Music and Trinity College,
London as Platinum Sponsors, plus Buffet Crampon as a Silver Sponsor.
These two days are packed with exciting performances of both wind band and big
band programmes, where the adjudicators will use the ncbf criteria (page 19) to
base their musical judgement rather than make comparisons between participating

bands. Please take a look at the frade show where you can browse, order and buy your musical needs.

ncbf are most grateful fo the welcome and support we receive from all the staff of the RNCM.

Chair: Wing Commander (rtd) Duncan Stubbs OBE
Trustees: Barrie Jonnson (Vice Chair); Kevin Cooke (Business Manager); Jayne Rollason (Partnership Co-ordinator);
Olivia Wild (Digital Co-ordinator); Steven Legge; Simon Platford MBE; Mike Hamnett (Co-opted); Keith Allen(Ex Officio)
Associates: Gerard Booth; Paul Davies; David Storer; Major (rtd) lan Johnson; Nikki lles; Maria McKenzie; Simone Rebello

IO.I y@ncbf_festival n

ncbf Dates 2023/2024
Saturday 30 September Wind Band play-day Wellington, Somerset
Regional Festivals
Sunday 29 October Southampton
Sunday 19 November Cripps Hall Theatre, Northampton
Sunday 26 November Crompton House Academy, Oldham
Sunday 03 December Warwick Hall, Warwick

other dates in Telford, London, Northern Ireland & Scotland tbc

National Festival tbc
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ncbf 2023 schedule

Saturday 15 April

Concert Hall Theatre
9.30 Wind Bands
11.15 Band of the RAF College

Presentation of Awards

12.05 Wind Bands 12.40  Open door session: “exploring new repertoire”
13.50 Band of the RAF College Barrie Johnson and Univeristy of Warwick Wind Orchestra
Presentation of Awards
14.55  Wind Bands 14.30 Open door session: “exploring new repertoire”
Barrie Johnson and Strathclyde University Concert Band
18.25  Band of the RAF College 16.40 Open door session: “exploring new repertoire”
Presentation of Awards Barrie Johnson and Trinity Concert Band

Café 08.00 onwards Bar 12.00 onwards
Trade Show (Upper & Lower Concourse) 10.00-17.00
Informal performances by RNCM students (Mezzanine: Lower Concourse)

Sunday 16 April
Concert Hall Theatre
08.40 Wind Bands 09.15 Big Bands
12.00 Band of the RAF College
Presentation of Awards 12.45  Presentation of Awards
1255  Wind Bands 13.30  Big Bands
15.15 Band of the RAF College 16.50 Presentation of Awards

16.05 Wind Bands
1750  Band of the RAF College
Presentation of Awards

Café 07.45 onwards Bar 12.00 onwards
Trade Show (Upper & Lower Concourse) 10.00-16.00
Informal performances by RNCM students (Mezzanine: Lower Concourse)

ncb f 2023 Trade Show Upper & Lower Concourse, with informal performances by RNCM students

Allianz Musical Insurance Royal Air Force Music Services
Buffet Crampon Royal Northern College of Music
Corps of Army Music Studio Music

Crowther of Canterbury Trinity College London

Europa Travel Universal Edition

John Packer Yamaha

Lindsay Music

www.ncbf.info 5 ’ Follow us @NCBF_festival



Allianz @)

Musical Insurance

As the UK’s No.1 musical instrument insurer, we are proud
to support the National Concert Band Festival in

celebrating the music and activities of wind bands and jazz
bands.

Protect your instruments and equipment against accidental
damage, loss and theft with our flexible cover. Premiums start from
less than £3 a month with no excess on musical instruments*.

F|nd out more at: Terms and conditions apply. *£100 excess applies
. . to computer equipment, tablets and mobile
allianzmusic.co.uk

phones. Allianz Musical Insurance is underwritten

0330 100 9903 and administered by Allianz Insurance plc.
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Saturday 15 April

CONCERT HALL - Wind Bands Adjudicators: Heather Nicoll, Gerard Booth

09.30 Rochdale Community Wind Band (CWB)
Conductor: Cathie Brookes
Flame of Independence Dan Price
Serenade Derek Bourgeois
Song of Hope Peter Meechan
Reyes Magos (from Sinfonietta) Rob Wiffin
10.05 Werneth Concert Band (CWB)
Conductor: Jonathan Parkes
A Star Danced Nicola Renshaw
Shenandoah Frank Ticheli
Full Fathom Five Peter Graham
10.40 Dark Peak Concert Band (YWB)
Conductor: Jeff Snowdon
March (from First Suite) Gustav Holst
Lux Aurumaque Eric Whitacre
Paris Sketches Martin Ellerby
Saint Germain-des-Pres Pere Lachaise Les Halles
11.15 Band of the RAF College
Conductor : Squadron Leader Richard A Murray
Shining Sword Rob Wiffin
Asgard: The Norse Gods premiere performance Air Specialist 1 Matthew Leach
Frigg - The Queen of Asgard & Loki -Shapeshifter
Legacy: Concerto for Oboe Oscar Navarro
Air Specialist 1 Lucinda Rimmer (oboe)
Perseus (from Lexicon of the Gods) Rosanno Galante

Presentation of Awards

12.05 University of Warwick Wind Orchestra (CWB)
Conductor: Tom Stoneman
Where Never Lark or Eagle Flew James Curnow
New York (from East Coast Pictures) Nigel Hess
12.40 St Cecilia’s Concert Band (SWB)
Conductor: James Robinson
The Mandalon Goransson arr.Murtha
A Quiet Place Philip Sparke
A Little Tango Music Adam Gorb
Take on Me Waaktaar/Furoholmme
13.15 Strathclyde University Concert Band (CWB)
Conductor: Chris Mitchell
New York (from East Coast Pictures) Nigel Hess
Last Letter from Murdoch Masanori Taruya
See Rock City Brant Karrick
13.50 Band of the RAF College
Conductor : Squadron Leader Richard A Murray
Zeus (from Lexicon of the Gods) Rosanno Galante
Feeling Free Matthew Brown (NCBF Young Composer)
First Concert Piece Vasily Brandt

Corporal Mike Howley (euphonium)
Those Magnificent Men and Their Flying Machines ~ Ron Goodwin arr. McTaggart

Presentation of Awards

www.ncbf.info 7 y Follow us @NCBF_festival




14.55 Dark Peak Intermediate Wind Band (JWB)
Conductor: Sarah Hind

Dark Adventure Ralph Ford

Nancy’s Lament (from Master Humphrey's Clock) Malcolm Binney

Highlights from Harry Potter John Williams arr. Story
15.30 SEDMC Senior Winds (YWB)

Conductor: Alison Madin

Celtic Ritual (Overture for Band) John Higgins

The Music of the Night Andrew Lloyd Weber arr.Custer

The Changing Sky Rob Wiffin
16.05 Trinity Concert Band (CWB)

Conductor: Paul Speed

New Beginnings Rob Wiffin

Whispers from Beyond Rossano Galente

Armenian Dance Part | Alfred Reed
16.40 East Riding Senior Wind Band (YWB)

Conductor: Sharon Walker

Concerto DAmore Jacob de Haan

Seventy Six Trombones Meredith Wilson arr. Ricketts

Walll of Sound Paul Lovatt Cooper
1715 Co-operative Youth Wind Band (YWB)

Conductor: Emma Clark

Dance Like David Andrew Macckerreth

Appalachian Mountain Robert Sheldon

Wall of Sound Paul Lovatt Cooper
17.50 Lichfield Concert Band (CWB)

Conductor: Mark Vause

There’s No Business Like Show Business Irving Berlin arr. Naohiro

Concert Prelude Philip Sparke

Intermezzo Sinfonico arr. Van Ragsdale
18.25 Band of the RAF College

Conductor : Squadron Leader Richard A Murray

Barnum and Baileys Favourite Karl King

Fantasia for Saxophone Claude T Smith

Corporal Andy Braet (alto saxophone)
Equus Eric Whitacre

Presentation of Awards

Sunday 16 April
CONCERT HALL - Wind Bands Adjudicators: Heather Nicoll, Gerard Booth, Duncan Stubbs
08.40 Oldham Youth Wind Band (YWB)
Conductor: Duncan Byers
Concert Prelude Philip Sparke
The Seal Lullaby Eric Whitacre
Disney Fantasy Naohiro lwai
09.10 Bolton School Concert Band (SWB)
Conductor: Hannah Sherry
Cantina Band John Williams arr. Kamuf
Moorside March Gustav Holst arr. Brand
Imaginarium Randall Standridge
09.40 Wrekin College Concert Band (SWB)
Conductor: Simon Platford
And Still, The Spirit Philip Sparke
Robbin Harry Laurence Innes
When the Spirit Soars Brian Balmages

y Follow us @NCBF_festival 8 www.ncbf.info




10.15 Silver Spectrum (CWB)
Conductor: Michael Cox

Son Montuno (from Second Suite for Band) Alfred Reed

Gallimaufry Guy Woolfenden
10.50 Haberdasher’s Abraham Darby Showband (SWB)

Conductor: Rachel Morton

Striding Edge Duncan Stubbs

Sky Dance Robert Sheldon

Elements (Petite Symphony) Brian Balmages
.25 Stafford Grammar School Concert Band (SWB)

Conductor: Gavin Lamplough

Thunderscape Erik Morales

In Gentle Rain Robert Smith

Singing in the Rain Brown arr. Fernie

The Sun Will Rise Again Philip Sparke

Into the Clouds Richard Saucedo
12.00 Band of the RAF College

Conductor : Squadron Leader Richard A Murray

Fantasy Variations on a Theme by Paganini James Barnes

Fantasia for Saxophone Claude T Smith

Corporal Andy Braet (alto saxophone)
Topple The Acropolis Eden Longson (NCBF Young Composer)

Presentation of Awards

12.55 Croydon Symphonic Band (CWB)
Conductor: David Cox
Prelude “Rhosymedre” Ralph Vaughan Williams
Yiddish Dances Adam Gorb
13.35 Chiltern Music Academy (YWB)
Conductor: Andy Rogers
Shining Sword Rob Wiffin
Whispers from Beyond Rossano Galante
Rejouissance James Curnow
14.05 Birmingham Symphonic Winds (OWB)
Conductor: Keith Allen
Gallimaufry Guy Woolfenden
A Glimpse of Paradise Rob Wiffin
14.40 Staffordshire Community Wind Orchestra (CWB)
Conductor: Gavin Lamplough
Jubiloso Philip Sparke
Walking the Dog Gershwin arr. Bourgeois
Sky Dance Richard Saucedo
15.15 Band of the RAF College
Conductor : Squadron Leader Richard A Murray
Barnum and Baileys Favourite Karl King
Extreme Makeover Johann de Meij

Presentation of Awards

16.05 Chiltern Concert Band (CWB)
Conductor: Duncan Stubbs
Invicta Duncan Stubbs
Whispers from Beyond Rossano Galante
Dick’s Maggot (from Suite of English Folk Dances) Ernest Tomlinson
Freylachs (from Yiddish Dances) Adam Gorb

www.ncbf.info 9 y Follow us @NCBF_festival




16.40

1715

17.50

THEATRE -

09.15

09.55

10.35

1.15

11.55

12.35

13.30

Cardiff University Symphonic Winds (OWB)
Conductor: Joe O’Connell

Peace Dancer

Everything Starts From a Dot

Jodie Blacks
Kit Turnbull

Northamptonshire County Youth Concert Band (YWB)

Conductor: Peter Smalley
Paris Sketches

Band of the RAF College

Conductor : Squadron Leader Richard A Murray

Zeus (from Lexicon of te Gods)
Legacy: Concerto for Oboe
Air Specialist 1 Lucinda Rimmer (oboe)

Those Magnificent Men and Their Flying Machines

Presentation of Awards

Big Bands

Martin Ellerby

Rossano Galante
Oscar Navarro

Ron Goodwin arr. McTaggart

Adjudicators: Andy Scoftt, Barrie Johnson

Altrincham Grammar School for Boys Big Band (SBB)

Director: Michael Monument
Alianza

Katy

Sing Sang Sung

Stafford Grammar School Big Band (SBB)
Director: Gavin Lamplough

Don’t Steal My Stuff

Blue Skies

A Foggy Day

Wolverine Blues

Warwick School Little Big Band (|BB)
Director: David Storer

Basin Street Blues

Chameleon

Night in Tunisia

Wrekin College Jazz Band (SBB)
Director: Simon Platford

Work Song

Can’t Help Lovin Dat Man

Honk

Channel One Suite

Northampton School for Boys Big Band (SBB)
Director: Oliver Druker

Tutu

Four on Six

Misty

Norwegian Wood

Presentation of Awards

Warwick School Big Band (SBB)
Director: Tom Lindsay

Tastes Like Chicken

Fancy Pants

Cute

Watermelon Man

Erik Morales
Sammy Nestico
Gordon Goodwin

Gordon Goodwin

Irving Berlin arr. Jennings
Gershwin arr. Ragsdale
Morton arr. Severson

Williams arr. Sweeney
Hancock/Jackson/Mason/Maupin arr. Sweeney
Poso/Gillespie arr. Storer

Adderley arr. Morales
Jerome Kern arr. Holmes
Jeff Jarvis

Bill Reddie arr. Lewis

Astill & Roberts
Montgomery
Garner
Holmes

Kris Berg

Sammy Nestico

Neil Hefti

Hancock arr. Kamuf

y Follow us @NCBF _festival 10
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14.10 Haberdasher’s Abraham Darby Academy Jazz Band (SBB)
Director: Tom Gledhill

| Saw Here Standing There Lennon & McCartney arr. Wolpe
Another Look At The Diminshed Chord Bill Liston
Round Midnight Williams & Monk arr. Wolpe
Feather Report Kris Berg
14.50 University of West England Big Band (CBB)
Director: Keith Morgan
Sidewinder Lee Morgan arr. Taylor
Shiny Stockings Count Basie arr. Nestico
Mr Zoot Suit Mark Cally arr. Holmes
Strike Up The Band George Gershwin arr. Nesfico
Feeling Good Bricusse & Newley arr. Holmes
15.30 Northamptonshire County Youth Big Band (YBB)
Director : Oliver Druker
Out of the Doghouse Erik Morales
Big Sky Nikki lles
When You're Smiling Tom Kubis
Chronometry Fred Sturm
16.10 Warwick School Jazz Lab (SBB)
Director: David Storer
Perdido Tizol arr. Derrick
Get Happy Arlen & Koehler arr. Ford
Besame Mucho Velazquez arr. Tomaro
The Incredibles Giacchino arr. Murtha
16.50 Presentation of Awards

James Rae ¢ The Concert Band Collection

THE
CONCERT BAND
COLLECTION

Buffalo Rock ® A Royal Portait ¢ Volume 5

for concert band
score and parts: UE 21755 | score: UE 21796
Volume 5 of James Rae’s famous collection.

Buffalo Rock
A Royal Portrait

& ' Buffalo Rock

N This piece has been specifically composed for bands in their early stages of
| development. After a short, powerful introduction, the music immediately
kicks in to a driving rock mode, setting the scene for the remainder of the
s o piece. Strong rhythmic playing is required from all sections of the band in
order to achieve a solid performance.

A Royal Portrait

This piece is very regal in style and portrays all the pomp and circumstance
that surrounds a high-profile state occasion. It is to be performed with a full,
warm sound.

wanew unversaledition.com

Universal Edition

www.ncbf.info 1 y Follow us @NCBF_festival




John Packer Musical Instruments

woawjghnpackercouse | 01823 282384 | salesiicbnpacker.ooik

By musicians, for musicians.

John Packer is one of the UK’s largest stockists of
brass and woodwind musical instruments and accessories.

Our friendly retail staff are accomplished musicians,

driven with a passion to injplr-e more music in the world.
- -

Every customer, whether in-person, or online, receives a warm
welcome and the best specialist advice regardlesssof age or ability.

|j'i*

W /Z{

CONTACT us NOW FOR YOUR 2024 TOUR

T: 01628 776795
enquiries@musica-europa.com ABTOT@

WwWw.musica-europa.com Member 5470

, Follow us @NCBF_festival 2 www.ncbf.info



Why

blow an oboe

when

you can play a
//

— ’ 4

The Oboe Shop

www.oboeshop.co.uk

Crowthers of Canterbury

1 The Borough, Canterbury CT1 2DR
TeL: 01227 763965

Email: ian@crowthersofcanterbury.co.uk

BRITISH
ARMY
MUSIC

RECRUITING
NOW

As the single largest employer of musicians in the UK, British
Army Music offers a rewarding and challenging career as a
professional musician.

We offer competitive rates of pay alongside a dynamic and
rewarding career path, exciting opportunities to travel the
world, play sport, undertake adventurous training and the
chance to make a difference through music.

Scan the QR code to find out more and start your journey
with us.

SEARCH
ARNY MUSICIAN
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BAND OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE COLLEGE

Royal Air Force Music Services was established in 1918 by Sir
Henry Walford Davies and comprises three Regular Bands, a
Salon Orchestra and a Reserve Band. Based at RAF Northolt
and RAF Cranwell, RAF Music provides optimum musical
support for the Royal Air Force in order to enhance public
perception, support State Ceremonial and achieve influence
to further Defence and National interests.

Formed in 1920 at RAF Cranwell, the Band of the Royal Air
Force College has since forged a reputation of musical and
military excellence. Still residing at RAF Cranwell, the Band
enjoys performing concerts throughout the year in many of
the country’s most prestigious theatres and concert halls, all
of which raise funds for many Service charifies.

As part of the celebrations for the Royal Air Force Centenary,
the Band took part in the parade at Buckingham Palace

and provided music for the Royal Service of
Thanksgiving at Westminster Abbey. Memorable
moments in recent years include recording a CD of
the works of Saint-Saens’ for Naxos under the baton
of world-renowned German conductor, Jun Markl,
and performing a live concert at Symphony Hall,
Birmingham, broadcast on Sky Arts, a first for any
military band.

Other notable highlights include supporting the World
Wind Band Festival in Lucerne and Isle of Man Tynwald
Ceremony, performing at the Royal British Legion
Poppy Ball in Abu Dhabi and travelling to Berlin for the
70th Anniversary Commemoration of the Berlin Airlift.
Closer to home the Band had the honour to support
the retirement of the E-3D Sentry at RAF Waddington, with
Honorary Air Commodore HRH the Earl of Wessex reviewing
the parade. The Band has performed at many prestigious
State Ceremonial occasions, including Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth IlI's Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. Route-lining
at Windsor Castle as part of Her Majesty’s funeral was the
ultimate honour and something the Band will never forget.
RAF Musicians perform around the world fo represent the
proud heritage of the RAF whilst demonstrating their musical
excellence. Together with supporting local communities
and Service charities, musicians connect with and mentor
children through youth outreach workshops. Alongside
musical dufies, musicians are often deployed on operations
around the world, and were mobilized to support public
services across the UK as part of the Government’s response
to the Coronavirus crisis and more recently have provided
cover for Border Force strikes

SQUADRON LEADER RICHARD A MURRAY
BMus(Hons), LRSM, LLCM, MCMI, RAF

Squadron Leader Richard
Murray joined Royal Air
Force Music Services in
November 1997 and served
briefly with the Western Band
of the Royal Air Force at RAF
Locking. Prior to his posting
as Principal Flautist with the
Band of the Royal Air Force
Regiment at RAF Cranwell in
1999, Richard was awarded
the Cassel Silver Medal by
The Worshipful Company
of Musicians. While at
Cranwell Richard continued
his musical studies gaining Licentiateships in Performance
and Conducting from the London College and Royal Schools
of Music and was awarded a second Silver Medal from the
Worshipful Company of Musicians on completion of the
Bandmaster Course in 2006. On promotion to Sergeant in
2008 he was assigned to the Central Band of the Royal Air
Force. Richard received his commission in February 2010 on
completion of Initial Officer Training Course No.lI7 at RAF
College Cranwell and was awarded the MacRobert’s Prize.

Serving as a Director of Music to the Band of the RAF Regiment,
RAF College and the Central Band of the RAF, Richard has

been integral in delivering musical support to numerous
state, national and international events. Highlights include
numerous recordings for the BBC and musical support
to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth I’s Diamond & Platinum
Jubilee, London Olympics, Basel Tattoo (Switzerland), Belfast
International Tattoo, WWI1 Commemorations (India), Classic
FM Live, World Wind Band Festival (Lucerne) and the Royal
Edinburgh Military Tattoo. During many RAF Centenary
events in 2018, he was honoured to lead musical support for
the Royal Service of Thanksgiving at Westminster Abbey, a
Gala Centenary Concert at Lincoln Cathedral and to conduct
the Ukrainian Military Massed Bands during Defenders Day
celebrations in Kyiv.

Richard has completed two tours in Headquarters Music
Services and was responsible for all aspects of strategic
management planning, recruitment, fraining, budgets,
allocations, and policy administration. During the pandemic,
he coordinated RAF Music Services’ support to Op RESCRIPT,
was acting Officer Commanding for six months and spent
a further seven months with Standing Joint Command (UK)
planning and delivering Defence Contribution to Resilience
Operations & Military Assistance to Civilian Authorities within
the UK.

In August 2022, Richard returned as Director of Music to the
Band of the RAF College and is currently studying a Masters in
Air, Space and Cyber Power having been awarded a Dowding
Fellowship by the Chief of the Air Staff. Outside of work Richard
enjoys quality family time with his wife Megan and is kept on
his toes with three young daughters.

, Follow us @NCBF _festival
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ncbf 2023 adjudicators

GERARD BOOTH has been
Head of the Oldham Music
Service and Director of Music
for Oldham since 2010. He
studied at the RNCM with
Stuart Roebuck, Andy Duncan
and Brian Kingsley. Gerard’s
performing experience includes
playing professionally with the
Hallé, BBC Philharmonic and
East of England Orchestras. He
still regularly performs with a
various semi-pro orchestras.

Gerard has also appeared and been a member of many of the
country's top brass bands, including Grimethorpe, Brighouse
and Rastrick, Leyland and Foden's bands as well as being tuba
player for the world famous 'James Shepherd Versatile Brass'
group for over ten years. Gerard is currently the adviser for the
North West of England to the National Association for music
education, Music Mark and remains in demand both locally
and nationally as an adjudicator for various music festivals
and competitions.

He has acquired a breadth of experience both as an educator
and performing musician and continues to work on a daily
basis with young people. At Oldham Music Service he is
responsible for overseeing almost 50 different ensembles
which rehearse on a weekly basis at the Music Centre and in
community locations and which serve almost 1,000 people. In
addition to this, Music Service staff deliver high quality musical
opportunities to over 10,000 young people in Oldham schools
every week during term time.

Gerard has been married to Tracey, who is herself and oboist
and teacher, for almost 30 years and they have three adult
children, two of whom, Aaron and Benjamin, are following
careers in music in Glasgow and London respectively, whilst
their daughter, Anastasia, is pursuing a career in flood
management in the North West.

In his (occasional) spare time, Gerard is most happy following
his twin passions of fell-walking and landscape photography.
On the very finest of occasions, these are combined with his
love for single malt, scotch whisky!

BARRIE JOHNSON was born in
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, gaining
early musical experiences through
Salvation Army brass bands and
choirs, his playing career included
being principal euphonium with
bands in Newcastle & Kettering.
He has also featured on tenor
horn, tuba and trombone with
bands in London, Kettering
and Birmingham, including
City of London Brass. During this time he also tfook part in
performance tours to Norway and Canada, featured onradio
and LP recordings and performed in many major concert
venues throughout the UK. Barrie has been conducting
school, youth and community groups in all musical genres
for many years.

As a school music teacher, he has taught in primary, middle
and secondary schools, heading up very successful music
and expressive arts departments for over 35 years, retiring as
Director of Music at Northampton School for Boys in 2015 after
14 years in post.

Directing groups, including Wind Bands and Big Bands, from 3
different schools to regular top award-winning performances
at the National Concert Band Festival and the National Festival
of Music for Youth, programming challenging music, was key
to raising standards and student aspiration. It also allowed
him to direct performances in some of the country’s top
performance venues including Symphony Hall, Birmingham,
Royal Albert Hall and Royal Festival Hall, London, and The
Sage, Gateshead.

At NSB, he formed two community bands - Cripps Hall Jazz
Orchestra and East Midlands Wind Orchestra - as exemplars
to further raise aspirations in the school’s top groups. Regular
successful performance jazz tours for his Big Band and Jazz
Vocal Group, fo New York, Los Angeles and Florida were
also organised to further raise standards by partnering with
high performance American school groups and receiving
coaching from such international stars as Gordon Goodwin,
Eric Marienthal, Wayne Bergeron, Jeff Jarvis, Chuck Owen and
Tom Brantley.

As well as school groups he has also conducted many area
and county youth bands (both brass and wind), community
bands and choirs, and has conducted groups, and acted
as Musical Director, on a variety of residential holiday music
courses.

He has also been involved with IAJE (International Association
for Jazz Education), adjudicated regularly at various music
festivals and, together with Keith Allen, is responsible for
keeping NCBF Repertoire lists and the Criteria Sheet up-to-
date and relevant.

Since retiring from full-time teaching he has continued to
teach A-level, act as a freelance Music Education consultant,
adjudicate, guest conduct, lead workshops/holiday courses
and compose and arrange for Wind Band and Big Band.

www.ncbf.info
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ncbf 2023 adjudicators

HEATHER NICOLL is a
graduate of the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland
(RCS), and was appointed
Head of Woodwind in 2007.
In a diverse performing
career as a clarinettist, she
has given concerts and
recorded with many of
Britain’s leading orchestras,
and held a principal
position with Scottish Ballet
for several years. Heather has appeared as concerto soloist
on many occasions, making her professional debut with the
Royal Scottish National Orchestra (RSNO), and has featured
regularly with a diverse range of professional contemporary
and chamber music ensembles.

She has played on numerous soundtracks for films, working
with composers including John Williams (Harry Potter: The

Philosopher’s Stone), James Horner (Enemy At The Gates),
Craig Armstrong (Moulin Rouge), Elmer Bernstein and Jerry
Goldsmith, and recorded with a diverse range of artists such
as Bryn Terfel and Joni Mitchell.

In 2002, Heather gained an MA in Psychology for Musicians
(University of Sheffield). More recently, she completed
a PGDip in Performance Psychology at the University of
Edinburgh, exploring the psychology of peak performance
in a range of fields including music and sport. In addition,
Heather is a qualified Mindfulness Now teacher, certified by
the UK College of Mindfulness Meditation.

Heather has adjudicated extensively at regional, national
and international festivals and competitions, such as the
Yamaha Foundation Awards, BBC Young Musician, National
Concert Band Festival & the Norwegian Wind Orchestras
Championship in Trondheim. She has also examined,
and given masterclasses and workshops at leading
Conservatoires in Britain and Europe.

Saxophonist-composer ANDY
SCOTT initiates creative projects
and collaborations, writing to
commission and performing
worldwide.

Embracing elements of jazz,
funk, latin and classical music,
notation and improvisation,
Andy has created an individual
musical voice.

Andy is a multi-nominated and British Composer Award winner,
afounder member of the Apollo Saxophone Quartet (est.1985),
Tutor of Saxophone & Visiting Tutor of Composition at the Royal
Northern College of Music, equally at home free improvising

with Duo partner percussionist Dave Hassell, o leading and
writing for his Group S and performing and arranging for the
Super Big Tramp Band/John Helliwell.

Dedicated to composing, performing, commissioning and
recording new music Andy has recorded with Decca (Argo),
Naxos, Basho, Chandos & NMC record labels, with works
being premiered at Carnegie Hall NYC, the Southbank
Centre, Royal Albert Hall & Wigmore Hall, with an enviable
catalogue of works that are published by Astute Music. Andy
is an endorsee of Selmer Paris Saxophones & Vandoren.

Charity No.1111790

... the UK’s largest wind band and big band festival
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ncbf wish to thank:

Paul Cobban and colleagues @ RNCM for their support
stage management: Kevin Cooke; Louis Allen; Duncan Stubbs
comperes: Bryan Allen; Keith Allen; Duncan Stubbs
big band PA equipment: Matthew Cooke
recording: Kevin Cooke; Matthew Cooke
percussion instruments: RNCM; NCBF
frade: Jayne Rollason
front of house: Sarah Cooke; Grace Talbot; Sarah Trzcinski; Ruth Johnson
awards: Charlotte Allen; Jayne Rollason
percussion steward: Calum Montgomery
stewards: RNCM students

ncbffilming / photography: Adrian Snood; Olivia Wild
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Four New Initiatives to Widen Participation in NCBF

F“ Supported udang putlic funding by
{é : 7| ARTS COUNCIL

Cis

wrrerrumcen | ENGLAND

NCBF Digital

I RSCCATRDN i

Trinity Collepe London

s UF-widlie schisme

= Submit @ videa of your band for a free assessment by an
independent montor

« Al bryels al band welcome

« Subimil any time - no deadlines

« Oippartunity Tor you to take 3 snapshot of pour

richearial/ pedanmance

= Pertect Fost-Lowd apportunily bo rebuild your band wikth gusdance
and esdback

« Flesi-bands welcoma, including any énsamble fram within tha
band (g3 saxophone/ percussion,brass Swoodwind]

«Your choice of repertoine = no reskrictions

« Uiz the recording a5 a Tocws paint far your band

NCBF Youth Ambassadors

s UF-aide sCheme
» Creation ol @ wouth platiomm g inoun res ideas and Feedback Inko
the development of NCEF activilies

s epular meetings wa SOOM and a fprum at the Mational Festva

Marnp hakmadtian o Ros i Soiiciaate Eormimg sodan

NCBF at Home

+ UE-anide sohane

« Free workshop for your band fed by an estemad specialist mentor

« Taies plACE in WOr cn fehearsal venude

« Opporiun ity lor eviennal leedback, ddeas L puidance

« Your choice of repertoire = no resbrctions

« Drkane & focus 1or your band = encourage & give conlidencs i
Hayers

» Explome new repertoine & technigues

& mradable ERrauEnout ERE e

NCBF Young Composers Scheme

Universal Edition

LI Sebeme

An opportunity fo! young composers {under the o o 30 1o
dienelop thair skillg writing for wind grchestra and big band

+ Mesitanng provided Fam an edtabished wind band £ big band
COmIpaorsar

Performance opportusities

+ Publafing apportundy wis Unnsersal Ecition

BRore inforrnaborr o dosy S e e oGt roTEAG S0

For e nformation on nebfEstra. please conkact Lyne Rollason. Partnership Coondnabor on o777 184131 or layregnchlinfa

Allianz ()

Mudical Insunanos

(&)
2z TRINITY

www.ncbf.info
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FOR THE AUDIENCE.
IEBR %HE ﬁlTé\l\(IilENT interested in ncbf?

Why not become involved:

+ help us run a Regional Festival

+ you or your company become
a Bronze, Silver, Gold or
Platinum sponsor?

Please contact us - we would love
to hear from you.

keith.allen@ncbf.info
01295 788499

If you're a professional musician, you instinctively know when an.
instrument is perfect.

From the softest jazz to soaring crescendos, from contemporary

.'. B &
YAMAHA ... the UK's largest wind band and big band festival
national concert band festival

Registared Charity No.1111790
Make Waves g /
Makevaves

Careers with ey
Royal Air Force Music Services Music

We have full and part time : P

vacancies for talented musicians. mim | 43 ] el A 8L j o
:—-ﬁ-uﬁ--h. —-—

Contact us at: Hrr’t 0 0in -;.- =

RAFMS-Recruitment@mod.gov.uk rﬁ ﬁ‘wm e u .-e';r-ﬂ r-r+ o 'ir..'...ll_- .” S A

to find out more about Regular and i L 3 Y | -!' 1, o K

0nQ o q =
Reserve opportunities with RAF Music. _-pi'.r 5

Starting salary — £29,010 for fully
qualified Regular musicians.

Minimum standard of performance
Grade 8 ABRSM or equivalent.

https://www.raf.mod.uk/recruitment/roles/roles-finder/logistics/musician

Twitter @RAFMusic ﬂ Instagram @RoyalAirForceMusic _i Facebook @RoyalAirForceMusic

y Follow us @NCBF_festival www.ncbf.info




ncbf 2023 criteria

PLATINUM GOLD SILVER BRONZE

TONE

[] Excellent tone quality
[ ] Sound always focussed
[] Wide range of tone colours

[] Good tone quality
[] Sound generally focussed
[] Good range of tone colours

[] Competent tone quality

[] Sound not always focussed

[] Reasonable range of tone
colours

[] Tone quality is limited

[] Sound occasionally focussed

[] Tone colours need further
exploration

TUNING

[] A well tuned performance
[] Intonation is generally
excellent

[] Majority of instruments
well tuned

[] Intonation is generally
good

[ Some lack of control with
tuning is evident

[] Intonation is generally
competent

[] Tuning is good in parts
[] Intonation is generally
variable

BALANCE & BLEND

[J An excellent sense of
balance is demonstrated
[] Soloists are accompanied

[] A good sense of balance is
achieved
[] Soloist are accompanied

[] A competent sense of
balance is achieved
] Soloists are generally

[] Balance is adequate some
of the time
[l Accompaniment requires a

[J Wide range of dynamic
variation is evident
[] Dynamic contrast handled

[] Good range of dynamic
variation is evident
[ Good control of dynamic

[] Competent range of
dynamic variation is shown
[] Competent control of

sympathetically well accompanied well greater degree of sensitivity
[J Sections blend well ] Sections blend well [J Sections blend well for a ] Sections and individuals
together together for the majority good portion of the tend to dominate
of the performance performance
DYNAMICS

[] Dynamic range tends to be
limited
[ Some control of dynamic

[] Pulse and tempo changes
very well managed

[] Performance shows a high
degree of cohesion

[] Most pulse and tempo
changes are managed
effectively

[] Band and sections mostly
well co-ordinated

Some pulse and tempo
changes are managed well

[ Band shows reasonable co-
ordination

effectively contrast dynamic contrast contrast is evident
RHYTHMIC ACCURACY
& ENSEMBLE
[] Rhythmic accuracy is [ Rhythmic accuracy is [] Rhythmic accuracy is [ Rhythmic accuracy is
excellent generally very good generally good inconsistent

[] Tempo and pulse changes
disturb the musical flow

[] Co-ordination is shown
only in the more
straightforward passages

ARTICULATION /
PHRASING

[J Articulation is excellent
throughout

[] Excellent attention to detail

[] Phrasing shows a high
degree of understanding
and presentation

[] Articulation is generally
good

[ A wide range of detail is
portrayed

[] Phrasing is good and
generally precise

[] Articulation is competent

[ A reasonable range of detail
is portrayed

[] Phrasing is competent

] A reasonable level of
articulation is shown

[] Some detail is portrayed

[] Phrasing is in need of

development

STYLE & INTERPRETATON

[] The band responds
vigilantly to the
conductor’s directions

[] A mastery of style is
evident throughout

O Interpretation produces a

[] The band responds well to
the conductor’s directions

[ A good range of styles is
displayed

[] A musical interpretation
enhanced a good

[] The band respond well to
the conductor’s directions
most of the time

[] Some awareness of the style
of music is shown

[ The musicality displayed

[] The band only responds to
the conductor’s directions
for some of the time

[] The style of the music is not
always well characterised

[] A basic understanding of

[ Excellent skills shown by

the soloists

[] Soloists display a good
range of skills

[] Soloists mainly use printed
solos, but there is some
attempt to free themselves
from the copy; or display a
basic range of skills

highly musical performance some of the time lifts the musical interpretation is
performance performance shown
IMPROVISATION

[1 Soloists only use printed
copies; or no soloists used

© ncbf 2009

www.ncbf.info
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TRINITY

COLLEGE LONDON

TRINITY MUSIC

Your performance. Your choice.

Woodwind | Jazz Woodwind
Initial to Grade 8
Face-to-face | Digital
Printed books | Ebooks

» Extensive and varied repertoire
» Brand new books for flute and clarinet

» Combined classical and jazz repertoire options
for flute, clarinet and saxophone

» Ever-expanding repertoire %
'h:

Trinity Music Books
New pieces for flute and
clarinet out now in print
and ebooks.

trinitycollege.com/buy-music-books

Scan this QR code to find out
'l more about Trinity’s innovative
approach to music exams.

@ /TrinityArtsUKI /TrinityArtsUKI Y /TrinityArtsUKI




